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INTRODUCTION

The initials "MR."--The initials, "MR," were first used by Mullan to stand

for "Military Road." By an accident of names, "MR" is also the initials for
the Mullan Road. Although John Mullan did not so intend, his "MR" for "Military
Road" spontaneously became "MR" for "Mullan Road." The earliest date of the
name “Mullan Road" appearing on the land survey maps is 1873.

County road maps.--These detail maps of the Mullan Road are marked on

county road maps at a scale of 1" = 1 mile. The county road maps were
purchased from the state highway departments of Idaho and Montana and from the
respective county highway departments in Washington state. Since some counties
are further subdivided, 26 maps are needed.

Original township survey maps (BLM maps).--The information giving the

location of the Mullan Road was obtained from the township surveys made by the
General Land Office, U.S, government. These surveys primarily located the
section corners within the township. This was necessary so that land claims or
titles could be identified as a particular fraction of a numbered section within
a township identified by number and range. Flowing streams and existing roads
were also marked on these surveys., Hence, the Mullan Road was noted in most
places where it traversed. These surveys were made as early as 1860 for Walla
Walla and as late as 1912 for the township on the immediate west side of the
Bitterroot Mountains at St. Regis Pass in Idaho. The first township on the
east side of the pass in Montana has not been surveyed to date--the only one
involved with the Mullan Road not surveyed. The scale of these survey maps is
near to 1" = 0.5 mile, Present day roads and towns are not indicated on these
so that identification can only be made by transcribing the Mullan Road of the
old maps on to present day county road maps.

The U.S. government agency of the General Land Office was absorbed by the
present day Bureau of Land Management in the early part of the 1900's. The old
survey maps are, therefore, archived with the latter agency. These can be
purchased from the respective state BLM offices in Boise, Billings, and Spokane.
About 125 township maps are needed from Walla Walla to Fort Benton.

Why a scale of 1" = 1 mile?--The map scale of 1" ¥ 1 mile used in the

following is an arbitrary and compromise choice. Mullan's great maps of 1863
were on a 1:300,000 scale, that is, 1" = 4,7 miles. Those who have tried to
use such maps are aware that, at this scale, one can find the part of the

country where the Mullan Road is located but little of detail or precision is
possible. Enlarging the maps to 1" = 1 mile attains the stage where one can

begin to locate the road with at least some degree of detail and precision.



n

The accuracy is of the range of about 100 yards right or left of the indicated
position, hopefully never more than 200 yards. To reach a higher degree of
accurate presentation requires about a five fold further increase, that is, to
1" = 0.2 mile or 1" = 1,000 feet. Such amplification requires five times as many
pages of maps. Hence, the scale chosen is a compromise between precision and
space. Nevertheless, the scale chosen of 1" = 1 mile gets one pretty close to
the "real" or "true" location.

Why a preliminary edition?--questions may arise as to why a preliminary,
that is, an incomplete edition should be published. First of all, there appears
to be increasing interest in a more precise location of the Mullan Road. "I
want to follow the Mullan Road. where is it?" So goes a frequent inquiry.
Second, those who are interested could go to the BIM and obtain the requisite

maps. But why do this again and again for each of us., In addition, the BLM

does not know what maps are needed. You must personally select by township and
range the maps needed. Why not pool our efforts and move on to finding the "true"
location of the road in all places. Third, information and data on a sufficiently
precise location in many cases are incomplete. The BLM maps are good and the best
available but not sufficiently precise and complete in all cases., To collect the
remaining items of data would require considerable time for one person. If all
those interested have a beginning point and a means for cooperation, the job can
be completed sooner. And fourth, a good, desirable edition of the maps to the
Mullan Road will require a color edition and color coding of the routes vs present
day roads. Such an edition will be so expensive as to preclude common purchase
and use. In fact, such a color edition will require underwriting of expenses to
be accomplished.

And so, the preliminary edition is put forth so that something is available
for all of us. Join in collecting and determining data about the location. Send
your findings, additions, corrections, etc., amd whatever to the author or to the
Mineral County Museum and Historical Society at the respective addresses given
earlier. Join the fun and excitement of exploring for the route.

Trespassing.--Much of the Mullan Road is now highway right of way and

obviously open to the public. A smaller portion passes through public lands
such as the National Forests. But a portion is now on private land. Entering
thereon without permission is trespassing--and especially so where signs clearly
state "No trespassing." Please respect the landowner's rights and requests.

And above all, if you do enter private land through a closed gate, by all means
close the gate behind you.
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KEY TO MAP SYMBOLS

Hard surface road--all weather--any such road is OK for

travel providing it goes where you want to go.

Crushed rock or gravel road--fair weather--very dusty when
WEEEE T A T

dry--may become impassable, even hazardous after a rain,

AUTQ "AUTO" indicates a recommended road to follow even
— e

though farther than other apparent roads.

“NO" indicates a road not recommended for travel even
B == o= emx e S dew |

though near to the Mullan Road or a shorter route.
MR Solid line interrupted by "MR" indicates that this is
L EEs————
the Mullan Road--not itself a present day road.
— MR_. Solid line interrupted by "MR" and immediately ad jacent

to a present day road indicates that the Mullan Road
and the present day road are identical or nearly so.

=90 MR—Interstate 90" interrupted by "MR" indicates that the
Mullan Road and I1-90 are identical or nearly so.

One generally thinks that historical roads and railroads were built from east to
west across our country though there are exceptions. This results from the
westward growth of the USA. The Mullan Road is one of these exceptions being
built from west to east despite the predominant travel in the opposite direction.
Even John Mullan's directions for travelers moves from "First day" from walla
Walla to "Forty-seventh day" at Fort Benton. These daily directions are quoted

on the maps near the site of each indicated day's camp.

Open circle indicates a Mullan camp site whose location

can be identified.

o Question mark indicates a Mullan camp site whose location
® has not yet been identified.

Markers along the route of the Mullan Road.--
1. Roadside historical signs
2, Stone markers--a block of concrete or rock or a slab of granite

3. Pyramid markers--a square base pyramid composed of small stones
held together by concrete

4. Statue markers--a statue of Mullan embedded in a limestone rock
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Auto route in the Spokane area

From 57th Avenue and Palouse Highway, go east a long block to Glenrose Hoad.
Follow this north, east, north, west, and again north to 29th Avenue.

Note the pyramid marker on 29th Avenue west of Clenrose near Cherry Road.

Continue west on 29th Avenue for about 1 mile to Freya Street. Go north on
Freya about 1.8 miles to I-90, then east on I-90 to the Sprague Avenue exit,
Go east on Sprague for about 0.5 mile to Coleman Road, then south on
Coleman to 8th Avenue.

There is a historical marker at 8th and Coleman.
Return to Sprague Avenue and go east about 0.7 mile to Vista Hoad.
Note the pyramid marker at Sprague and Vista,

Continue east 0.6 mile on Sprague to Argonne and then Mullan (northbound of
the pair). Go north on Mullan for 1.2 miles to I-90, then east 2 miles to
Pines Road. Go north 1 mile on Pines to Trent Road/Hy-200, then east on
Trent for 0.6 mile to McDonald. Note the bridge crossing of the Spokane
River., Go north 0.5 mile on McDonald to Wellesley.

Go west 0.7 mile on Wellesley which changes to Upriver Drive  to the Antoine
Plant Ferry Site Park., Pass the first park entrance continuing to the second
which is unpaved and to a dirt parking lot adjacent to the river and the
ferry site. A stone marker is immediately west of this park entrance.

Consult the map showing an enlarged view of the ferry site. The cement post
marks the site of the original north anchor post. This latter area is so
overgrown with brush that the post is near impossible to find when the trees
are in full leaf--in fact, finding the post is near a major achievement.

To attain a view from the south side of the river, return on the incoming
route to the Trent Road bridge over the Spokane River. Park on the south
side of the road and on the southwest side of the river. Follow a hard
surface hiking trail to the northwest for about 0.6 mile. The trail goes
under the bridge and parallels the river,

Return to I-90 via the incoming route. Go east on I-90 for 9.5 miles to
the next state, see Map ID-1.
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T—Statue marker at the northwest point

+Twelfth day.--Move to camp oné

of the intersection of Spokane and
bullan Streets.
the exit from I-90.

7/‘

Spokane Street is
Mullan Street

|

. Spokane, at the edge of the
“}timber; distance, sixteen

| miles; good road; wood, water™
and grass abundant,

l; is 3.5 blocks north of I-90. The
*//A city library stands behind the marker.
@ of ALy b iy )
AR
(/4“\4} W,
% Guires I.A/&
[ _onn

Post Falls in Post Falls
village.--Go 1 block south
from I-90 on Spokane Street,
west on 4th Street for 0.3
—_mile on a rough gravel road,
and then 0.1 mile south to a

parking area.
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A statue marker and a commemorative sign for
the Mullan koad and a stone marker for the
Fourth of July tree.--Exit from 1I-90 at Fourth
of July Summit. Follow the signs toward the
south to a small park and adequate parking
area where the markers are located,
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2 g (‘;}(’,{);}L‘(A’l///; ///,/v ourteenth day.--Move to the Coeur d'Alene . ’o° Z i)
T 2 7 mission; distance, seventeen miles; road hilly : v «\o‘
< at one or two places, but not bad; woed, water, T /! p W
S and grass at the mission. Good place to rest A\
£ animals for a day or two, and which is by all I '\:\\ E
means advisable, as you now enter the timber, __ = T
2 x1¢ where camp-grounds have to be specially ~A | B
2 ¢ selected, and the animals should be well i 2\
i £ rested. Vegetables may be had at the mission. 5
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The Cataldo Mission and some at Ft.> Wargp’ %

) ®™ Walla Walla are the only buildings Q
" extant from Mullan's time. E
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Flft.e enth da.y --Move to Mud or Ten fule pra.lrle
'road good; in very early spring may be wet in

places; good camp for wood, grass, and water. Ly
A good camp may also be had in seven miles from Statue marker.--#xit on Division
the mission in open timber; water threes hundred — __Street to Kellogg, go south for

'yards to the north of road in running creek; 0.3 mile o McKinley. The statuef
(g9 iace, om ANTLE, 7 is at the southwest point of the :
P%C“ :: /SC Q"\‘ } ; intersection.
Nlond ke | 0 & , i \.- ;:Qq‘

C) . | I:::I



//—\___’___/‘

21D
s Capitol

Hill
53/8'

FOREST| /ﬂ
e

Ve
=
—_
S
e

Ll

\\d\\ 6‘)\0‘\
ar ‘{\(
N 2
Ar \6~
= X 00‘3- L
S N V

T T 7 &
%

w K Revenue
T % 5 == T
0N * Silverton

1
L\, R e T2 . <«
o Polsixteenth day.--Move to the I
we Pefifteenth bridge; good water and »
q wood; grass is not very abundant, >
but there are a number of small
e prairies above and below this
bridge where grass is found;
about half a mile below the bridge
< on right bank, is a fine prairie;
e £ road good; distance, sixteen miles.j 5480
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off"'77" 3tatue marker.--Exit NMullan,,
ad op . follow 2nd Street north up
" Y the hill for 3 blocks to
‘s Earl Street, and then one
g\ block west. The statue

& !stands in front of the city

Sk o “hall. 5
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T Twenty-third day.--Cross ferry and;ﬁ
go to Seven-Mile prairie; charges &

for crossing the same as at the
Spokane and Snake ferries, The
:»stream is fordable in very low
swater, but I would advise all
strangers to cross in the ferry
boat, as the ford is a dangerous
one, except to those who know it

, ol 6 : SR Y; ' well., Rest your animals at this
///-«’”;" s ‘O point. Cood camp, with wood,
cree

* water, and grass,

@oﬁ/ Bouchard
W, ' , Laoke







original one built by Mullan. Tts purpose
—was to avoid the narrow canyon of Clarks
Fork of the Columbia River. A few years
later, an improved route was cut through
the canyon to avoid the hill of Brown's
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Twenty-fifth day,--liove fifteen
and a half miles to west end of
big side-cut, and camp at foot of
mountain, on small creek. Wwood,
water, and grass abundant; may

;ﬂ;; | &N;_z‘x_;have to double teams over Erown's
I ARESS N . b ; ‘Cut-off divide, going either way; =
. road good, with this exception. '

e

" CYR PK

EL 5460

Twenty-sixth day.--liove over big
side-cut to a camp on Main river,
one mile above the Rocky Foints,
) where the road passes through a ,
- ~rocky defile; distance, seventeenvﬁ\ ; N
miles; road fair; wood, water,
and grass at camp.
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“Twenty-eighth day.--Move to Higgin's &
Worden's store, at Hell's Gate, distance
twelve and a half miles; road excellent;

ISS(C

POPULATIC

wood, water, and grass here; good place to ]

_?§;%rest animals for a day or two; blacksmith's

N'shop at Van Dorn's, and supplies of all
\ kinds can be obtained, dry goods,

groceries, beef, vegetables, and fresh

animals, if needed.

«Statue marker in down town Kissoula on the

— cast side of Crange Street between Front

T ide
‘§§§mﬁrz;7and Main Streets. F—
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East Missolula
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Bon;xér t&\;@

| UNIVERSITY
MOUNTAIN

B Wiy,

5806

"y Roadside historical sign regarding Hell Gate
4 B and Missoula on the south side of Hy-200 at
1% 0.3 mile southwest from the latter's
crossing under I-90 in East liissoula.
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en route Hell'
~wroad good
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«grass at camp,
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A ‘ / i
rty-fourth day.--Move th

e, dry goods, groceries, fresh beef,

mals, and possibly vegetables.

/A N

irteen and one half
miles to Cold creek or American Fork of Hell's
Gate river; road excellent; wood, water, and

grass at camp; supplies of all kinds to be had
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? Thirty-fifth day.--Fove to Deer 4 * (FAP)
N /Lodge river, distance sixteen Y 88 ;
"/ miles; road hilly but not L ‘\~ﬁE‘
requiring double teaming; wood, - i3 D Fa,
water, and grass at camp; Deer S N \\\,\‘ 50 34 C
Lodge would be found a good Q? : e . -
place to rest for a day or two; e ANSN

fresh beef to be had here from -

the settlers.

N S




= 7’/_, | TS
LUKE
P MOUNTAIN
\ 6824
%
o
<O |
3\ S
ﬁg,_ R _ i
1\

5
. %

74 Bradley
2 V"Q\- Creek B ' i
« :
A\ F‘me/— GQP ‘{
A
=i (I O
/../" VER 8 : R ’
PRI N
\ 6% @ \ ; //,”’“‘\\\\\\ |
' N WGuich ™\ ya
L7 i \ == |




T 23

45

112° 20/

\

CONTl(NENTAL
DIWDE

G¥ 7 ascendi
’ ng th 1
Blackfoot © north fo
. L _ 3t camp
Creek
ol \\\\\\
- —"""
!
- .

The auto route following the Mullan
Road over Mullan Pass is a gravel
one for 18 miles to Map MT 25.
no sense is it a dangerous road.
_But it is blocked at the pass by
And the usual
precautions apply--gravel roads are
not passable after significant rain.
An alternate auto route is provided \
See Map MT 25 ¢
for directions to return to the

snow in winter.

by U5-12 to Helena.

=Mullan Koad from Helena.

36 31

ANy
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1y good, 1

Creek

VAR

MULLAN
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e
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Y.=-Hove to bage =

y at Mullan's

£ half miles.
hough ’

In

TN
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-
2
/ Blossburg |

@
i

/!%HENA

ac DONALC

% 6 W PASS
= TV 6320
s K~ MeDowald] Creck |- v
_ Roadside historical sign on U5-12 at 2 miles east of
| £lliston or 1 mile west of the entrance to the Mullan
! Pass road. Also noted on the sign is a bit of Capt. |
__i_ ____ lullan's philosophy regarding mules and woman. L _ }
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There are three auto routes for
,‘ access to or exit from this area. 7
g The north, gravel one goes north-~%
~. west from Silver City paralleling
NS the railroad to junction with o
I-15 at Sieben, see Map MT 26.
Note--gravel roads are dusty--
impassable when wet.
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;;;R T “of Rocky Mountains and go seven /\
——\\"*niles to Fir creek; road good;

“IWAR wood, water, and grass at camp.
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A Thirty-ninth day.--Move seventeen
“miles to Little Prickly Pear creek

road hilly in places but not bad;

_Jcamps at shorter distances can be ™
made, as several creeks are passed
en route; Soft Bed creek midway
Ioffers a good camp; this would be
a good place to rest animals,
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except to avoid the Little Prickly
Pear canyon. The more used one to the

- |
These two routes for the Mullan Road
appear on Mullan's great maps of 1863,

__ The west one was probably little used

_east was also the route of the Fort
Bent9q - Helena stage.
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The gravel road paralleling the Mullan

Road in this area is not recommended.
{ After about 8 miles, it becomes
“"Lmerely a zero maintenance dirt trail-- e¥‘

rough--absolutely impassable after the CEE~/
‘'slightest rain--not a "dangerous" road -

A

--just not recommended--use extreme

. caution--interesting.

' auto route is to follow U3-287 north
= to junction with Hy-200 at Bowmans
A. Corner, then follow Hy-200 northeast
%7 to Sun River, Map NT 31.
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Forty-first day.--Move twenty
miles to the Dearborn river;
wood, water, and grass at

\';@*F(! S




52

2
1 ’VQJr b~2
|
- ;/.
C,/
¢

i§§xNN§i

—

oo W,

“UONHEAD:
BUTTE

BIRDTAIL;
BUTTE |

£ EalE

o
~

'» ' o
W

; - i p: ;;/y"«' ::‘ o
'“'"—*M__ﬁjxx_}4AY§?kEm
_ . BUTTE |
|

=
SRRl

¢
¢

- - ‘\._
FISHBACK

BUTTE  * @
&

LS



i . yuers
IPU [ . /'—lr/
=

irt Shaw
/ /

L / f

B \“\\\\\H /)

7 % J

= 5 )

/ /”m\\

- SHAW /(‘ l
) i ;
. N LVABM "
N 1
Q [ 4793 7 J
| £ 1
| 5 1 SQUARE =
) = BUTTE =
2 i
- Z N
- % 3
roéd . //// i/ \ihy \
Loy,
e parallelmg the ; !ullan i1 ‘\ \\\\\
ot recommena ed, See | ap 1‘1‘I?a§9
| .
= | |
—_~




A
/
\
{

" & L i 1
ie |
a i Z i
~~F/ < ;
~7 Q !
e | % ’
| = |
) ! o il Ve
T ——
\ ' i cmsTPEL
BN =
= Y e [ ] 5‘ ™

\77 Cepartment 1

) e ' ‘ "\P&:\\\\\\
I & I =S
+r & | 4
py & ’
= WEJGTTMJ&%@MJ“ B Saass
e F



\[: f K | f : :
- 1‘3 o ;ﬂ 1 : MI 33_1_
; Gl ! i
~ 8 E 7 _l| i k: . ,E/
—~ ,f-f\Qflr“:; _Jl"'.._ S S— :jj,n__m.;u/ﬂn -
. ' [ ]
ccess on grave roadsS not recommendea. /_\/
' = jiABMt 5 e \\\\~"’
|.38.zi8 o
T

: & 3854 : L
’ VABM L
: Neuman / ) ; \
— }‘,; g Y
g ( \ j
1 6 i ? I
i ( D
b
) T
,} Pestom _ ...-./_.’. e : == -
,%jee/{: 15 ) (/ E é;‘_m !
Ly & ]
¢ i I /-/——E\r ™ 2=
/L/ d .

. f’/’/’ : i -
X S
B ] I A =
ugin > » : hMonchester

—_ 3 VABM i j Heights
e 3355 { i
:/ - G ™ / 3.4 \SNrZIf?cr:n
u s Sun
Y, 1e I et »/Praie
0. - \Vilioge vl
=\ Forty-fourth d;;.--ﬁove-eight miles

to the point where you leave Sun

river; road excellent; wood, water,

and grass at camp,
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Forty-fifth day.--Move sixteen miles
to the lake; road excellent; water N
and grass; take wood from camp.

-
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i NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
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i Access on gravel |
.i not recommended. e ]
. A
- L .. - i
e = e e
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s Forty-sixth day.--Move to the springs, I
seven miles; water and grass, but no M T 85
‘ wood; or you can go to the Big coulee, : Co L
} sixteen miles farther, and encamp on | i > o
| the Missouri river; road good. ‘ MR
L) } 1
]
y
i Q \Q
| : ?P\
3 \
i : 4 d
-1 8 M
= = Rd . ] ™ \ e PN
Big coulee, now Bullhead Coulee, is 2 to
3 miles southwest of Tunis, see Map MT 3'7.s 3
The old maps do not show a route going
This WAY. oo s ns s e s e
-Access on gravel roads not recommended. T S - -
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Forty-seventh day,--Move to Fort Benton,
twenty-seven miles, if you encamp at the
springs, or eleven miles if you encamp
at the Big coulee,

FAP 10 !Kershow (873
e e
s AR A (. e —

_—M R——l_-ﬁ. URLING ;

- POP 1693

BENTON |

Statue marker in Fort Eenton
on the east side of the street
along the Missouri River and
north of the old, closed
bridge.
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William A Clark, Jr, son of the "Copper King" of the same name,
commissioned Edgar S Paxon to design eight monuments to commemorate
Captain John Mullan and his historic trail. These monuments are located at

Post Falls, Fourth of July Pass and Mullan, ID; St Regis, Bonner, Deer Lodge,
Great Falls and Fort Benton, MT. Most were dedicated in 1916-1918.

They have all been relocated at some time to put them at better and
more appropriate display points.



