Abstract -

The Lolo Trail

A Plan for Its Documentation and Preservation

Steve F. Russell, PhD, PE

The Lolo Trail is a mountain trail in Northern Idaho that ranks secondonly to the
Oregon Trail and the Mullan Wagon Road in its importance toNorthwest U.S.
History. Due to its remoteness, it may also be the most well preserved and
documentable Native American trail left in the entire U.S. Aggressive
documentation and preservation measures are urgently needed if the historic
nature of the Lolo Trail is to be fully protected for future generations. These
measures must be applied to the archaeological sites, removable artifacts, and the
five actual routes or "paths" themselves. Documentation and preservation will
involve photographic and radionavigation surveys, topographic location,
definition of protection boundaries, and the protection of the existing routes
against any type of rerouting. The most influential agency for effecting these
changes is the Forest Service USDA. With their leadership, and the cooperation
of interested historical groups and adjacent land owners, this documentation and
preservation can become a reality.

Pioneer Trails Research
Ames, lowa
1990



CERTIFICATE OF COPYRIGHT REGISTRATION FORM TX

e UNITED STATES COPYRIGHT OFFICE
S Ce e, issued under the seal of the Copyright

Oﬁ[ce in acoo‘rdance with the provisions of section 410(a) PSRRI

of title 17, United States Code, attests that copyright reg- L

istration has been made for the work identified below. TheT X u

information in this certificate has been made a part of t 4 -
Copyright Office records. P e o 2 5 6 0 9
. oy
> [/TXU
EFFECTIVE DATE OF REGISTRATION
OFFICIAL SEAL REGISTER OF COPYRIGHTS JUNE 25 1990
United States of America Manih Day Year

R

TITLE OF THIS WORK Y :

Pioneev Tf‘du\ R-ej_gg,g'_c_h Qgpof #‘3

PREVIOUS OR ALTERNATIVE TITLES ¥

DO NOT WH!TE BOVE THIS LINE. IF YOU NEED MORE SPACE, USE A_§§PARATE CONTINUATION SHEET.

PUBLICATION AS A CONTRIBUTION If this work was published as a contnibution to a p
collective work in which the contribution appeared.  Title of Collective Work ¥
—

eriodical, serial, or collection, give information about the

[f published in a periodical or serial give: Volume ¥ Number ¥ - lssue Date ¥ On Pages ¥

e s e e

DATES OF BIRTH AND DEATH

R ) / > S/

e Was this contnbution to the worka  AUTHOR'S NATIONALITY OR DOMICILE WAS THIS AUTHOR'S CONTRIBUTION TO
“work made for hire”? ~ Name of Country THE WORK If the answer [0 eiher
O Yes : Citizen of » U S ——.— Anonvmous? a YQSKNO ol Inese questions is
£ *Vgs," sog detaied
IOTE KN" i {Dorrucaied in P US Pseudonymous? (] Y“GE'NU instructions. 8
NATURE OF AUTHORSHIP  Briefly describe nature of the material created by this author in which copyright is claimed. ¥
NAME OF AUTHOR Y DATES OF BIRTH AND DEATH
Year Bom ¥ Year Died ¥
1 "
E# Wi b h k AUTHOR'S NATIONALITY OR DOMICILE WAS THIS AUTHOR'S CONTRIBUTION TO
== S contr;;l;o;:;; f;r“:.?; : Name of country THE WORK If tha answer 10 esther
'1'_: ==~ 0O Yes { Citizen of » L Angnymous?,! [0 Yes (0 No ot these questions is
= %u} O No - Domiciled in » L, - P;euddpymous? . OYsONo- i:?rb:;;ni_e[a"ed
g Es’ NATURE OF AUTHORSHIP  Briefly desmbe nature of the material created by thns author in u(hurh,cogyriwht is clairﬁed. Y : Mt T .
N == NAMEOF AUTHOR Y DATES OF BIRTH AND DEATH
4, _— d Year Born ¥ Year Died ¥
a &
Nas this contnbution to the worka ~ AUTHOR'S NATIONALITY OR DOMICILE WAS THIS AUTHOR'S CONTRIBUTION TO
e “work made for hire”? ~ Name of Country THE WO Il the answer 10 either
O Yes OR{ Citizen of » Anonymous? (] Yes (J No  of these questions is
= : “Yes," see detailed
O No Domiciled in » Pseudonymous? (] Yes 00 No  insinuctions.
NATURE OF AUTHOKSHI? Briefly describe nature of the material created by this author in which copytight is claimed. ¥
..... : 7 R e T . S
Y'EAR IN WHICH CREATION DF THIS } DAIE AND NATIDN OF FIRST PUBLIC.ATION OF THKS PAKTICULAR 'WORK
ETED This informat plete this | g s
WO)I 5 § COMPLETED _C e tven oyt i e Oay > el
4 Year Inall cases. has been published <4 Nation
= ﬂ:-'o‘v'-‘w:.*&??‘**mwwWwWﬁ*memmm&m\ T A NS
CD PYRIGHT CLAIMANT(S) Name and address must be given even if lhe claimant is the i APPLICATION RECEIVED
same as the author given in space 2.V [{ ; . w 'UN 2 ;I 10414
S teve orres-}' RUSSE 1 ' ‘ﬂr{r? ?énaEﬁENEo
[ o wo- S fate UV\'U'Q"ﬁ' " 1
e Em TWO DEPOSITS RECEIVED
bel ompl
coecorowes A mes, Zowe 00/ . . , 52 .
TRANSFER U the claimant(s) named here in space 4 are different from the author(s) named OE REMITTANCE NUMBER AND DATE
in space 2, give a brief statement of how the claimant(s) obtained ownership of the copyright.¥ gls A
a

API( n.. L) omwela al aoohcaole s.aacas (numoeu 5- i) on he rwersa svda ol 1rus oaoa.

s oam o oo am R AR




D@Mm&o av =~ . FORMTX °

\a‘!ECKED BY 1-—._.—-

CORRESPONDENCE FOR

TXu - 425-609
(A DEPOSIT ACCOUNT USE
FUNDS USED ONLY

DO NOT WRITE ABOVE THIS L_I_NE. IF YOU NEED MORE SPACE, USE A SEPAHATE CONTINUAT[ON SHEET

’REVIOUS REGISTRATION Has registration for this work, or for an earlier version of this work, already been made in the Copynght Office?

= Yes No [f your answer is “Yes,” why is another registration being sought? (Check approprate box) ¥
] This is the first published edition of a work previously registered in unpublished form.

_1 This is the first application submitted by this author as copyright claimant.

_ This is a changed version of the work, as shown by space 6 on this application.

{ your answer is “Yes,” give: Previous Registration Number ¥ Year of Registration ¥

)EFI\ATIV'E WORI('OR COMPILATION Compiete hoth space 6a & 6b for a derivative work colmp ete onl} 6b for a compilation.

. Preexisting Material Identify any preexistirrg wosk or wo.das t at lhts work is based on or ineorporates. ¥ »’ :
g YP "8 P " '

- &y b M, S 1 oy ey recq o

Sea instruchons
beiore completng
this space.

. Material Added to This Work Give a brief, zeneral statement of the material that has been added to this work and in which copyright is claimed. ¥

R - PRI oS e et UL s

‘-1ANUFACTURERS AND LOCATIONS If this is a pubhshed work cons-.stmg preponderantly of nondramanc l:lemry malenal in Engllsh the an may
~quire that the copies be manufactured in the United States or Canada for full protection. If so, the names of the manufacturers who performed certain
rocesses, and the places where these processes were performed must be given. See instructions for details.

{ames of Manufacturers ¥ Places of Manufacture ¥

EPRODUCTION FOR USE OF BLI‘JD OR PHYSIC -\LLY HANDIC APPED INDIVL o"-\c}. A signature on this Eorm at space 10 and a
‘neck in one of the boxes here in space 8, constitutes a non-exclusive grant of permission to the Libr ng'ress to reproduce and distnibute solely for the blind L
ind physically handicapped and under the conditions and limitations prescribed by the regulations of the Copyright Office: (1) copies of the work identified in space

of this application in Bralle (or similar tactile symbols); or (2) phonorecords embodying a fixation of a reading of that work; or (3) both.

i d Phonorecords b D Cop:es Oniy c "._"I Phonorecords Dnly See insiruchions
RS R e L e e 2 R : :
DEPOSIT ACCOUNT If the registration fee is to be charged toa Depos:t Account established in the Copynght thce. give name and number of Account.
Name ¥ Account Number ¥
LA
TORRESPONDENCE Cive name and addresseto which co ndence about this application shouid be sent. Name/Address/Apt/City/Siate/Zio ¥
eve usS 8 B
+ Be sure lo
give your
A £ r S e o e L dayume phone
Area Code & Telephone Numoer » & {5 —-29a. 2‘753 < rumoec
S S R R e W&Wbm&%ié R e z
CERTIFICATION® I, lhe underﬂgned hereby certify that I am the O author
other copyright claimant
Check one » O i e
O owner of exclusive right(s)
>f the work identified in this application and that the statements made [0 authorized agent of
oy me in this application are correct to the best of my knowledge. Name of author or oher copynght claimant, or owner of exclusive ngni(s) A

Typed or prinied namg and date ¥ [f this is a published work, this date must be the same as or later than the date of publication given in space 3.

eve E, Russell wer 0[21/90

C? Handwritten signature (X) ¥

RPN S

R RO A@’ﬁm&.’{’é‘:‘» R
Have you: -

JAIL Name ¥ +» Completed ail necessary '
CERTIF- 6 +. Q [ j spaces?
4 * Signed your applicanon in space
SATE TO eve i USS e " 10 :
MNumbaer Sireet/ Apgiiment Number ¥ 1/ Encidsed chegk of ¢ odder
N ¢ Ry . i lor $10 payavle' 10 Regrster of
_;ll‘tti:lcata R 3 $ennton rj' R Cbowich?:; e 9’
w e i 1ZIPY * Enclosed your deposil matenal
mailed In Gty Sanld m — SOO /O #1:7 4. wih he appicaibn and lee?
‘window 8 S _L— MAIL TO: Regster of Copynights.
Library of Congress, Washington,
anvelope D.C. 20559
fpose SRR R AR & S

<17 U.S.C. § 506(8): Any person who knowingly makes a (alse representation of a matenal lacl n he appucancn for copyngnt registraton proviced lor Dy secmn 409, of 1 any wrillen slalement hleo n
snnection with the apphcaton, shail be hned nol more than $2,500.

g A B L L B S e S SRR TN, R SRR 18 Fakeiae: 1AOR 0 NN



Pioneer Trail Research Report #3
June 16, 1990

d:\user\steve\trails\all pubs\reports.nat\report3.wp5
Steve F. Russdll

Copyright Reqgistration Information

This report was submitted to the United State Copyright Office on (unknown)

Effective date of registration: June 25, 1990
Registration Number : TXu 425-609

STYLE/PRINT DEFINITION

Wordprocessor: WordPerfect 5.2 for Windows (4/23/93)
Printer: HP LaserJet [1P (Windows for Workgroups Driver)
Font: Time New Roman (TT) 12 pt.

OTHER INFORMATION

Bird-Truax Trail Today's Date/Time: April 29, 2004 4:38pm
Last Revision: June 16, 1990



Pi oneer Trail Research

Report #3

June 16, 1990

Steve F. Russell
Associ ate Prof essor

lowa State University
Ames, | owa

Copyright (© 1990 Steve F. Russell, Al Rights Reserved



| nformati on About this Document

File Name: SFR-PC e:\steve\trails\reports\report3

This docunent was prepared using an |BM 286 PC AT
runni ng Ms-DCS. Wrd processing was done wth
Wor dperfect Corporation's Wrdperfect version 5.1. It
was printed on archival bond paper using an Epson LQ
850 printer with ROM version (M).

Copi es of this docunent were originally distributed to the foll ow ng:

Li brary of Congress
Washi ngton, D.C.

Li brary
lowa State University
Ames, | owa



PREFACE

This report docunents a plan for the docunentation and preservation of
the Lolo Trail and all of its routes. The plans will be periodically
updated to nmeet changing needs and inprove its quality.

Steve F. Russel
June 16, 1990
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ABSTRACT

The Lolo Trail is a mountain trail in Northern Idaho that ranks second
only to the Oregon Trail and the Miullan Wagon Road inits inportance to
Northwest U.S. History. Due toits renpteness, it may al so be the nost

wel |l preserved and docunentable Native Anerican trail left in the
entire U S Aggressive docunentation and preservation neasures are
urgently needed if the historic nature of the Lolo Trail is to be fully

protected for future generations. These neasures nust be applied to
the archaeol ogical sites, renovable artifacts, and the five actua
routes or "paths" thenselves. Docunment ati on and preservation wl|
i nvol ve phot ogr aphi ¢ and r adi onavi gati on surveys, topographic | ocati on,
definition of protection boundaries, and the protection of the existing
routes against any type of rerouting. The nost influential agency for
effecting these changes is the Forest Service USDA Wth their
| eadership, and the cooperation of interested historical groups and
adj acent | and owners, this docunentation and preservation can becone a
reality.

Copyright (© 1990 Steve F. Russell, Al Rights Reserved Page i



PREFACE

The Lolo Trail is poised at the beginning of a rebirth. The
centennial celebrations in the Northwest U S. have hei ghtened public
awareness and interest in Lews and Cark and the Lolo Trail of 1866.
Conti nued | ogging and increased recreational activity along the trail
have the potential for causing irretrievable danmage to its various
routes. Detailed planning and extraordi nary preservation efforts wll
be needed if the pristine nature of the Lolo Trail is to survive. |
have witten this plan to help aid the preservation effort.

Steve F. Russell
Cct ober 15, 1989

Copyright (© 1990 Steve F. Russell, Al Rights Reserved Page i
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Docunent ati on and Preservation Plan - Lolo Trail

| NTRODUCTI ON

The Lolo Trail is a mountain trail in Northern Idaho that ranks second
only to the Oregon Trail and the Miullan Wagon Road inits inportance to
Nort hwest U.S. History. It may also be the nost well preserved and
docunent abl e Native Anerican trail left inthe entire U S. This route
was once travelled by Nez Perce buffalo hunters, Lewis and O ark, the
fur trappers, the gold mners, Captain John Millan, the Bird-Truax
survey crew, Chief Joseph, General Howard, and nany others. It wll
t ake careful planning and nmuch effort by many peopl e and organi zati ons
if its character is to be preserved and enjoyed.

This plan has been written as an aid to
future documentation and preservation of
the Lolo Trail.

H STORY AND BACKGROUND

The existence of the Lolo Trail spans several hundred years, but
written docunentation of its existence and its route began on Tuesday,
Sept enber 10" in 1805 [1]. This is the day when the Corps of
D scovery, under the joint command of Capts. Meriwether Lew s and

Copyright (© 1990 Steve F. Russell, Al Rights Reserved Page 1



Docunent ati on and Preservation Plan - Lolo Trai

WIlliam O ark, began their journey west from their Traveler's Rest
Creek canp near Lolo, Mntana to the Wi ppe

Prairie near Wi ppe, |daho. They docunent ed Lewi s and d ark
their route in great detail and thus provided | Trail 1805-1806
nmodern historians and archaeologists with a
weal th of information. The explorers attenpted to followthe Nez Perce
Indian trail that was well established at that tinme, but they were not
entirely successful so the original buffalo hunting trail and the Lew s
and Clark Trail differ for many segnents.

To the Nez Perce, the route we now call the Lolo Trail was the
Khusahnah 1Ishkit [2] or buffalo trail to the

hunting grounds in Montana. They used it to neet Khusahnah

with the Flathead tribe in the Bitter Root Valley | Ishkit

and travel east with them to hunt buffalo in the 1800
Gallatin Vall ey and on the Miussel shell River. The Khusahnah |Ishkit was
al so used to travel to the fishing weirs on the upper Lochsa River
The route used by the Nez Perce stayed on the highest parts of the
ri dges unl ess a maj or obstacl e such as a tinber bl omdown or rocky cliff
prevented it. It also appears that they burned the tops of the ridges
to make the going easier and to nmake the visibility better. Good
visibility was i nmportant because the Khusahnah |Ishkit was al so used by
the grizzly bear that were nunmerous in Clearwater country until the
1900s!

The next newconers to travel the Lolo Trail (after Lewis and d ark)
were the beaver trappers. W have little docunentation fromthem and
much work remains to be done in gathering together what is left. 1In
the 1820s and 1830s, several fur conpanies, wth hundreds of nen,
covered the entire Northwest U S. in search of beaver. Space [2] has
briefly described a trip over the Lolo Trail in 1831 that was nade by
a party led by the fur trader, John Work. By the md 1840s, nost of
the beaver in the northwest were gone along with nmany of the buffalo
and nost of the nmountain (Bighorn) sheep [3]. Thus, the Lolo Trai

Copyright (© 1990 Steve F. Russell, Al Rights Reserved Page 2



Docunent ati on and Preservation Plan - Lolo Trai

woul d experience a tenporary decline in traffic.

I n Septenber of 1854, Lieutenant John Mullan travelled the Lolo Trai
with a survey party as part of the explorations for a Pacific Railroad
under the direction of Issac |I. Stevens. Millan would report that the
route was unsuitable because it was too rugged. A few years |ater,
Mul I an woul d | ead the survey and construction of a mlitary wagon road
from Fort Benton, Montana to Walla Walla, Wshington. He chose the
Coeur d' Al ene Pass and not the Lolo Pass for his route. |ssac Stevens
becane the first governor of Washington Territory but he was called to
duty in the civil war and was kill ed.

Gold mners fromthe California gold fields worked their way north into
the Clearwater country in the |ate 1850s and early 1860s. Wen gold
was di scovered at Pierce, Elk Cty, and Florence, another "gold rush”
began. Lew ston (ldaho Territory) quickly grewinto a trade center for
the mners and a wagon road (actually nore of a pack trail for horses
and nul es) was constructed to Pierce City and the placer mnes of Oo
Fino and Rhodes Creek. The Pierce Cty. Wagon Road connected with the
Khusahnah I shkit at Weippe Prairie so the Lolo Trail was the main route
between this area and Montana and it was frequently used. The gold
m ners and explorers of this historical period called the Khusahnah
| shkit the Northern Nez Perces Trail [4].

In the 1860s, the nmerchants of Lew ston started a canpaign to get the
federal governnment to build a wagon road fromLew ston to

Virginia Cty, Mntana [4]. Lew ston wanted to conpete Lol o

with Fort Benton, Montana and Corinne, Utah as a supply | Trail
source for the gold fields of Mntana. Finally, an of 1866
appropriation of $50,000 was nade to build the road. In the spring of
1866, the wagon road survey comrenced at Wi ppe Prairie. The route
chosen by the civil engineer, George N cholson, is the route that is
nmost commonly recogni zed today as the Lolo Trail. It closely foll owed
t he Khusahnah Ishkit when appropriate, but was surveyed to the best

Copyright (© 1990 Steve F. Russell, Al Rights Reserved Page 3
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grade possible for a wagon road. The trail was expertly graded in and
out of the many deep saddles -- a remarkable feat considering the
primtive equipnent, rough country, and the heavy tinber. Many tines
as | have been locating the trail, I've found its |ocation by
considering the route with the best grade -- even when it went along a
very steep sidehill as it does west of Mon Saddle. The construction
crew cleared the right-of-way and built a pack trail on the surveyed
route from Wi ppe Prairie to Lolo Pass. The com ng of winter and the
hi gh cost of | abor and supplies in the gold country eventually dooned
the project. Al t hough the wagon road was never conpleted, a first
cl ass pack trail was constructed and becone the Bird-Truax Trail or the
Lolo Trail of 1866.

In 1877, the Bird-Truax Trail was used by a band of Nez Perces,
i ncl udi ng Chiefs Looking dass, Wite Bird, Joseph, and others [5] to
flee the Clearwater Country after hostilities broke out. They were
foll owed by the U.S. Arny under the command of General Howard. Sone of
t he nodern place nanes of the area were introduced as a direct result
of this conflict.

The Bird-Truax Trail was used by all Lolo Trail travelers until 1907
when the trail was cleared by the U S. Forest

Service [2]. It is not clear fromextant historical USES Lol o
docunments that the USFS made any changes in the | Trail

Bird-Truax route but the trail today shows evi dence
of several mnor route changes. Sone of them appear to have been made
to shorten distances but at an increase in the grade. In these cases,
| believe that the steeper grades are generally the newer sections of
trail.

1907

In 1925, construction on a primtive road (Lolo

Mot orway) to replace the Lolo Trail was started at Lol o Lol o
Hot Springs, Montana [6]. It reached Powell RS in | Mtorway
1928. From Powell, it went north and joined the Lolo 1934

Copyright (© 1990 Steve F. Russell, Al Rights Reserved Page 4
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Trail at the "nmodern"” Powell Junction. Construction on this primtive
road was al so started on the west end. Wen the two ends net in 1934,
the Lol o Mot orway was conpl eted and t he useful ness of the historic Lolo
Trail was at an end. Since 1934, the trail has had little use except
by El k, deer, bear, and an occasional hunter, hiker, archaeol ogist, or
hi stori an. However, it is still remarkably easy to travel in many
pl aces and travelling anply rewards the effort.

THE MANY ROUTES

Docunent ati on and preservation of the Lolo Trail is not sinple because
there are several sonewhat parallel, but historically significant,
routes. Going back approxi mately 200 years, the routes can be broadly
classified as foll ows:

1. 1700s to 1866. The Khusahnah |Ishkit (buffalo trail) or the
Nort hern Nes Perces Trail used by many of the northwest tribes as
a travel route between salnon fishing |locations (weirs) on the
clearwater tributaries and the buffalo hunting areas of central
Montana. This route was used by the early trappers and mners in
the Clearwater country. It was also used as the basis for nost of
the Bird-Truax Trail in 1866 and nuch of it was followed by Lew s
and d arKk.

2. 1804 and 1805. The Lewis and ark Trail that was travel ed by the
Corps of Discovery under the conmand of Merriwether Lewis and
WIlliam d ark. Al t hough they intended to follow the Khusahnah
| shkit, they made consi derabl e devi ati ons due to a poor gui dance,
bad weat her, and desperate circunstances. Therefore, the Lew s
and Cark Trail should be considered as being both historically
and physically separate fromthe Khusahnah Ishkit.

3. 1866-1907. The Bird-Truax Trail that was surveyed and built in

Copyright (© 1990 Steve F. Russell, Al Rights Reserved Page 5
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1866. It is this route that has becone fanobus as the "Lolo trail™
and for which the majority of the physical evidence still exists.
It is also known as the Lewiston Virginia Cty Wagon Road to
hi stori ans and archaeol ogi sts but it was never developed into a
wagon road.

4. 1907-1934 The USFS Lolo Trail came into being when the U S
Forest Service cleared and marked the Bird-Truax Trail. There is
physi cal evidence that sonme of the route was slightly nodified
during the years from about 1907 to 1934.

5. 1934 to the Present. The Lolo Motorway (or Lolo "Truck Trail")
was conpleted in 1934 and it nmade the USFS Lolo Trail obsol ete.
Much of the Lolo Motorway can still be travelled today although
there are sone short sections which have been closed due to
| oggi ng, road reconstruction, or wildlife nmanagenent.

ORIG N OF THE NAME LOLO

The nanme Lolo is a famliar one to people living in Wst Central
Mont ana and Northern | daho and yet historical docunents are unclear as
to its origin. In the course of ny research on pioneer trails and
pi oneer place nanmes, | have found nunerous references to the name with
at | east seven different spelling variations (Lou Lou, Lou-Iou, Loul ou,
Lolo, Loulo, Lo Lo, Lu Lu) and have cone to regard its origin as an
historical enigma. The origin truly is, and mght forever remain, a
nmystery -- but early docunents can be anal yzed for cl ues.

Ral ph Space [2] gives a good account of the possible origins and
concl udes that the nane probably derives froman early fur trapper who
lived on Lolo Creek in Montana and is buried in a neadow on a branch of
it called Gave Creek. David Thonpson's journals [7] refer to a nan
living in the area and called "Lo Lo". This was in 1810 when few white

Copyright (© 1990 Steve F. Russell, Al Rights Reserved Page 6
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men were living in the Northwest. The next reference is by Capt. John
Mul l an of the Pacific Railroad survey who, in Septenber of 1854,
explored a trail going west up the "Lou-Lou Fork of the Bitter Root".

The Bird-Truax crew used the names Lou Lou Trail, or Lou-Lou Fork
Trail, or Northern Nez Perces Trail to refer to the Khusahnah |shkit.
In 1866, Lolo Creek in Montana was still being called the Lou-Lou Fork

of the Bitter Root while Lolo Creek in Idaho was being called the Lolo
Fork of the Cl earwater.

The nanme Lol o for the creek in I daho becane fixed at | east by 1866 but
the creek in Montana continued to appear on maps as Lou-Lou, Lolo, or
sone slight wvariation thereof. About 1904, the U S. Board of
CGeographic Names adopted Lolo as the proper nanme for the creek in
Mont ana.

| believe that the nane was pronounced two different ways,

Lo L6 or Lu Li. The spelling "Lou Lou” was an attenpt at a phonetic

spelling of the actual nane. The two syllables nust have been
pronounced with a slight separation since the nane was often spelled
with a separation. | believe that the creek in Idaho was chri stened
"Lo Lo" because it marked the trail east to the "Lou-Lou fork of the
Bitter Root". Nam ng a creek after a trailhead or mmjor route was
common practice in pioneer tines.

H STORI CAL PRESERVATI ON AND RESEARCH SI GNI FI CANCE

| nport ance. The Lolo Trail routes, historical canping places, and
renovabl e artifacts are out standi ng archaeol ogi cal treasures of western
U.S. history that deserve our nost diligent preservation efforts. The
actual routes thenselves, and not just the archeological sites and
artifacts, should be preserved [8][9]. | believe that many
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archaeol ogi sts, historians, and local residents are unaware of how
inportant the Lolo Trail routes have been and how amazingly well they
have been preserved for much of their length. Successful cooperative
efforts wll produce inportant historical and archaeol ogi cal
preservation that applies to the Nez Perces, Lewis and Clark, early
explorers and traders, gold mners, early comrerce, the first railroad
explorations, the very wearly USFS, and several generations of
Cl earwater Country residents. Future historians and archaeol ogi sts
will find the Lolo Trail to be an excellent resource for research on
t he groups nenti oned above.

Vandalism - "sanctioned" or otherw se. From the point of view of
hi storical preservation, any renoval of artifacts or route changes to

the trail constitute a type of vandalism It is a fact of human nature
that renovable artifacts along the trail will rapidly disappear if the
trail is cleared and well-marked. There is no reasonable way this can
be avoi ded. Many are obvious and can be easily renoved. |If the exact
| ocati on of canping places and ot her archaeol ogical sites are publicly
identified, they wll first be conbed with netal detectors and then
probed and dug up by nore determ ned "treasure hunters". |Itens al ong
the trail that are easily renbved are old signs, telephone wre

i nsul ators, traps, etc. Sonething equally dislikable and i nappropriate
is the "sanctioned vandalism caused by well-nmeaning governnent
agenci es and historical groups. For exanple, the USFS has proposed t he
rerouting of sections of the Bird-Truax Trail for the sake of
"inmproving the grade and preventing erosion". This nust not be done
because it destroys the very things that need to be protected nost --
the trail routes. There are only a very few places where the Bird-
Truax Trail does not have an excellent grade. After all, it was
surveyed as a wagon road and a very comendabl e j ob was done. The 1866
route saw consi derabl e use for al nost 70 years and 95 percent of it has
survived quite nicely until recent years. Rerouting of the 1866 trai

shoul d be proposed only when a very strong case can be made that the
benefits wll far outweigh the permanent damage to the historic route.
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Anot her inappropriate and dislikable activity is uninformed trail
clearing by clubs and historical groups. They can be msled into
clearing a gane trail or other mnor trail not actually on the route.
This has occurred west of Canp Martin and west of Cayuse Junction.

The USFS practice of hiring contract trail crews to clear trails should
not be used on the Lolo Trail routes. | recommend that the trail be
surveyed only by full-time, permanent, career USFS personnel that have
had special training in both archaeol ogical preservation and federal
policy on preservation. This training could be in the form of short
courses given by USFS archaeol ogi sts and ot her trained professionals.
The use of untrained, tenporary, mninmally-supervised trail crews wll
make it nearly inpossible to properly protect artifacts.

In summary, the actual trail routes should be preserved and are the
easi est to preserve because hunters, hikers, and other public groups
seldomdo significant trail rerouting. It is only governnment agencies
that have the resources to cause this type of damage and the power to
prevent it. The next easiest to preserve are the canping places and
archaeol ogi cal sites because their precise |ocations do not have to be
made publi c. CGeneral references to their |ocation are adequate for
interpretive guides. It is wvirtually inpossible to protect the
renovable artifacts and it is best to have trained survey personne
copi ously docunment them renove them and display them in a well-
est abl i shed nuseum

PRESERVATI ON ACTI VI TI ES AND TECHNI QUES

Physical Preservation. This is the nost appealing in the short term
but it is unrealistic to expect to physically preserve the routes for
the long term The press of humanity and economc livelihood wll
eventually affect even the renote Lolo Trail. The easiest to
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physically preserve are the actual routes thensel ves. This woul d
require that no rerouting or changes of any kind be nmade. Trai l
clearing and erecting of signs would be held to a very mninmm
Archaeol ogical sites would not be identified except in restricted
docunents and definitely not wwth signs. The l|ocation of renovable
artifacts woul d not be publicly disclosed and those that woul d be easy
to find woul d be properly docunented, carefully renoved, and preserved
inawell-established public nuseum The careful marking of each route
nmust be done in such a way as to be as permanent as possi ble and yet as
unobtrusive. Such nethods as bl azes, ribbons, and signs do not | ast
| ong enough. Research will need to be done to determ ne an acceptabl e
met hod. In the interim a restricted nunber of carefully designed
al um num markers can be used for route segnents away from the Lolo
Mot or way .

Rout e Docunentation. | aminterested in the preservation of the Lolo
Trail both physically and using docunentation techniques. The
docunentation techniques | propose wll provide the public and

researchers wwth information that wll be enjoyabl e and useful for many
generations to cone. For the past few years | have been engaged in
docunenting the routes by topographic survey. Forenost in ny present
research work is the very accurate |l ocation of the routes, 1866 pl ace

names, and geographical features on 7.5 topographic maps. | al so have
been doi ng sone vi deo and nuch col or still-photo docunentation and have
hundreds of photos. | would also like to begin efforts toinitiate and

conplete all topographic, photographic, video, and radionavigation
surveys before any nore irrecoverabl e physical changes occur on the
existing trails and the Lol o Mt orway.

Topographi c Survey. This is a lowcost nethod |'ve devel oped for
determ ning the location of the Lolo Trail routes on a 7.5" topographic
map. Applying this nmethod, | walk a segnent of the route wth a

t opographi c map, conpass, pace counter, and baronetric altineter.
Usi ng these tools, and the Lol o Mdtorway and prom nent |andmarks as a
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gui de, | docunent the precise route on the topographic map. Thi s
met hod has vyiel ded excellent results but a radi onavigation survey is
needed to inprove the precision.

Radi onavi gati on Survey. This reasonabl e-cost nethod is the next
| ogi cal step in docunenting the routes with a high degree of accuracy.
The advantage of radi onavi gati on nmethods over a manual survey is that
they are lower cost. The oldest systemthat can do satellite geodesy
is TRANSIT. However, it is slow and not appropriate for a trail
survey. Currently, the fastest and nost accurate way to do surveys is
to use NAVSTAR- GPS, but the space shuttl e probl enms have del ayed putting
all the needed satellites in place so coverage is currently only 4-6
hours per 24 hours and the useable tinme interval periodically occurs at
night. If the | aunch schedul es are accel erated as pl aned, GPS m ght be
practical in a year or two. An alternate surveying tool is the LORAN-C
radi onavi gati on system | learned recently of plans to enhance the
LORAN-C system for the western United States. This is planned to be
conpleted in tw years. |If the signal coverage for northern lIdaho is
strong and reliable, it is a good alternative.

Hi storical Preservation through Photography. In recognition of the
fact that "perfect preservation" is inpossible, and physica
preservation is inperfect, | am proposing a nethodology for
preservation using docunentation and photography. |[If properly done,
this will provide many future generations with the opportunity to take
a "trip" on the old Lolo Trail. In addition to copious verbal
descriptions of the trail and | andmar ks, phot ographi c and vi deo surveys
shoul d be done both east and west. | am recommending that all the

foll ow ng be used:

1. Still photo, color.

2. Still photo, archival black & white.
3. Video tape.

4. Audio tape narratives.
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5. High-resolution aerial photo survey.

In fact, the photographic, video, and audi o surveys coul d be done nore
than once by different organi zations or agencies. Doing it nore than
once would provide a richer diversity of cultural and historical
per specti ves.

GENERAL COWMENTS ABOUT PRESERVATI ON

| am very concerned with the preservation of 1) all five routes in
their present condition, 2) the geographical features, 3) the renovabl e

artifacts, and 4) the archaeological sites. Vel |l -nmeaning trail
renovati on by the USFS and hi storical groups could significantly reduce
the historical and archaeol ogical value of the routes. O equal
inportance is the protection of archaeological sites from "treasure
hunting” activities. | have | ocated several of the early canping sites
that are still undisturbed by road building, elk hunting, |ogging, or
"treasure hunting" activities. I'"'m reluctant to disclose these

| ocations to the general public by publishing accurate naps and am
undeci ded as to how to docunent them for historical and scientific
purposes. A definite policy needs to be inplenented that addresses the
confidentiality and eventual use of this type of information.

Anot her item of concern is the preservation of the Lolo Mdtorway. It
has exi sted since 1934 and deserves to be recogni zed and prized for its
historical value. It was a fulfillnment of the wagon road "dream’ of

1866. In addition, the Lolo Motorway directly overlays the Bird-Truax
Trail for many short segnments throughout nost of its route. This is
testinony to the quality of the 1866 survey for the Lewi ston Virginia

City Wagon Road. In many other places, the trail is only a few feet
above or below the Mbtorway. In sone places, a part of the trail can
still be seen on the very edge of the upper part of the Mtorway.
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W dening the Motorway will destroy the historic trail in these pl aces.

GENERAL RECOVMENDATI ONS FOR TRAI L MANAGEMENT

Protective Boundaries. After all of the routes have been docunented,
t opographi ¢ maps should be prepared which show the exact |ocation of
the routes. A protective boundary should be identified for each route
to preserve it from road building, |ogging, canpsite devel opnent,
recreational devel opnent, or other activities which mght destroy a
portion of the route. Wen the routes nust be crossed wth new roads,
t he roads should cross at right angles and not parallel the Lolo Trai
route too closely. To date, the USFS has done a commendabl e job of
avoi ding tinber sales and road building that destroy the trail. Most,
if not all, of the damage to date has been on BLM | and and Burlington
Northern ("NP") land. The topo maps showi ng the routes and protective
boundaries should be distributed to all groups and agencies with the
encour agenent to preserve the trails by observing the boundari es.

Erosion Control and G ade Changes. Modern erosion control and
trail/road grade standards are nuch too stringent to apply to the
historic routes of the Lolo Trail. |If an exception for these routes is
not made, their historic nature will be severely and irreparably
damaged. FErosion is not a serious problem for the Lolo Trail. The
route of 1866 was surveyed to a grade suitable for a wagon road and
presents very few steep grades or potentially serious erosion probl ens.
This, coupled with the fact that trail traffic wll continue to be very
light for many years to cone would seemto indicate that all parties
concerned should take a "wait and see" attitude concerning any
rerouting. In the neantine, the segnents of the routes that will be
identified for noderate recreational use need to be carefully nonitored
and evaluated to see if erosion levels are acceptable in trade for
mai ntai ning the historic nature of the route.
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Interpretive Siagns.

The trail should be copiously marked with sinple signs that indicate
the Bird-Truax names of 1866. In key places, nore elaborate signs
could tell nore of the history of the trail -- much like the Lewi s and
Clark signs do now.

Trail Renovati on and Mai nt enance Recommendati ons.

The following classifications are being recommended for the trail
routes. A set of classifications for the Mdtorway route have not yet
been devel oped.

1. Unmaintained (U -- no clearing, rerouting, regrading, or marking
except a sinple nmarker where the route crosses the Lol o Mot orway.
Location identification by |longitude/latitude, photo survey, and
7.5 topo map. O her |ocation docunentation nmethods may be needed
for research or archaeol ogi cal purposes.

2. Natural (N) -- minimal clearing wwth very m nimal regradi ng and no
rerouting. M ninmummarking with historical place nanmes fromBird-
Truax and Lewi s and C ark docunents. Location identificationonly
by clearing and sinple markers where the route crosses the
Mot or way .

3. Primtive (P) -- This is the current USFS cl assification, "Way",
for a marked route or primtive foot trail.

4. Recreational (R) -- Mintained annually and nade suitable for
travel by hikers of nost skill |evels. Well marked with many

interpretive signs.

5. Mainline (M) -- This is the current USFS cl assification, "Trail",
whichis atravelway limted to use by hi kers, stock, and vehicles
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|l ess than 40 inches in width. Sone nmainline trail are closed to
stock or notorized use.

Travel along the historic routes would be limted to the follow ng:
a) Hkers: U N P, R and M.
b) Stock: P, and M.

c) Motorized Vehicles (wwdth I ess than 40 inches): M only.

Preservati on of Renpvable Artifacts.

Leave hard-to-find artifacts in place. Docunent and renove t he obvi ous
ones and display them in a nuseum One practical exanple is the
exi stence of old #9 tel ephone wire and insul ators at several |ocations

on the ground along the trail. | have nmade good use of this wire to
trace the trail through thick brush and to relocate it when | had
otherwse lost it. | hope that this wire can remain in place

undi sturbed by the USFS or the public. It has already lain along the
trail for 50 years w thout being bothered.

FUNDI NG FOR PRESERVATI ON ACTI VI Tl ES

| plan to ask for funding from several groups including the Forest
Service USDA, Smithsoni an, National Geographic, U S. Departnment of the
Interior - BLM Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation, |ocal
hi storical groups, etc. These funds would be used primarily for doing
t he phot ographi ¢ and radi onavi gati on surveys and for the creation of
archival -quality research docunentation
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EXAMPLE RESEARCH MAP

| amencl osing a draft copy of one of nmy research maps to illustrate ny
efforts to docunent the historical place names and the trail route [4].
The region between Snow Summit and Beaver Dam Saddl e was chosen
because there are plans to have tinber sale blocks in that region in
the next few years and because | am concerned about a portion of the
original Northern Nez Perces Trail in and out of "Horse Qul ch" which
have not had the tinme to identify yet.

The map shows the trail |ocation and place nanes. It also shows a
recommended protective boundary or "strip" for the trail and Mt orway
so that they can be preserved. | plan to nmake nore of these maps

avai l abl e to the USFS and archaeol ogi sts when a preservation plan has
been agreed upon and i npl enent ed.
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